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SCHOOL-MASTER There, - 


Whereof a more full' Account may perhaps come our: hereatcer, 


R. James Kirkwood being Famous for his fpecial Skilbim 
caching Youth , particularly by his framing, and 
publiſhicg a new Latin Grammar. Rhetorick, very th 
much approved by moſt of all.che Leagned Log of 3] 
this Kingdom ; ard for the he 

| made on the deceaſt Lord Brace, b hog bim i in 

a very. ſhort time Latingafid . Greek,” was called by the Magiſtrates of 
Iirbgew in the Year 1674, from that honorable and profitable tervice 
in che Earl of Kincardine Family, not withour very much enertaty, an 
d offers, tobe Schox maſter of that you And'that'not after-che 

ex oft ings who court Wi AT IN wa ain 
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rs elſe he pleafed to name: Bur he was admitted in general and-ah: 
olute terms; as all Profeſſors of Liberal Arts uſe to be, implying 4d / 
Fitam vel Culpam; as his A& of Admiſſion bears. . | 


. Thus he continued 14 years (longer, than any: one, -aud fome lix*of 
his Predecefſors,at leaft in our age) to the great ſatisfaQion of chat place, 
living inoff-nſiyely wichour the leaſt ſhadow of any ſtain, and duly 
recciving all the Emoluments and Profics of his Place , particularly a. 
Salary of 400 Merks yearly according to agreement without any grudge, 
debate, or queſtion about the Sum. 


But in Aprile 8g at the r-volution of Afﬀairs in this Kingdom the , od 
Council going all off, and a new One of a diff:rent perſwaſion as to the 


qroent, of theaChnreh-< ing-ioro their room, they not {0 mug 
Med py, ped mcajen Mc: inhwoulo frabe ate ple 
& ory. no go -. them to-the.. Mecting houle, vi wars 
kept in the Proveſi'sown Kitchjn: -For Walter. Stuart of Pardivin, whom 

r. Kirkwood had taught his Engliſh, Latin, and ar leaſt ſome Greek a 
few years before, (he being __ newly engered Major) told him 
in a very magiſterial /manner,/that, ;ofjeſs' he went with them tothe 
Meeting houſe, he ſhould not —_ School.maſter in Lithgow. This 
was done on the 13 of Aprile 89 in the houſe of. one James Fabnſtonn, in 

elence of about 28 perſons of the chiefeſt of that Per{waſion in the 
Town, 12 daycs before Pardivin was made Provelt. 


*Tis known to all, that are acquainted wich Mr. Kirkrwood, of how 
mecderate Principles he isin thele matters, ſo much under Debate ia 
this Kingdom. ln a ftri& ſenſe he is neither Presbyterian, nog Epiſcopal, 
humbly, jesIging the External Policy of the Church indifl:tent,, and co 
be dilpofed of by the Powers of the Land. And, what they once ſettle 
ahd detetmine, becomesthe Duty of Private Perſons, and ccaſcsto he 
indiflexent. Upon this ground he refaicd to forfake the- prtblick Place 

f Worlkip , Gill cither the Conyention of Eſtates , that was newly ſit 
down, or the then <nfuing Parliament , ſhould make a change in che 
Government ; And then, he.laid , he would'cheerfailly concur ; Fox he 
thinks it his Duty to follow, and not.co run. before the Laws in theſe 
maltrcrs. F 

This henot only promiſed by word, once and again , ( for many 
communings had he with them ) bu to affare them of his ſincericy,he 
gave it in a Lener writeen ang ({ubſcribzd with his hand to Pardivin, the 
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vety day before he was cledted Proveſt, for they two had hadalong 
conference. the day pteceeding vpon'that head; And at parting he defir- 
cd Mr: Kirkwood to think on it all night, and pive an anſwer the next 
day; which he did by a Line reſerving to himſelf a double, both which 
he ſhewed two Gentlemen, before he icnt ir, and in their preſence gave 
the Principal to the Bearer, widateycr might be the eyent of Things : 

nd, which confirms alt, he gor a return from Pardivin, written and 
{ab{cribed with his own hand. Mcſt of the Lords of Seffion have ſeen 
Mr. Kirkwood: Letter, and all of tnem do acknowledge, it is me ſt diſcreet- 
ly wrirten, and*that no more cat be required of ayy Man, than what 
he rhere promites. Theſe Lerters are fct down 4d longum in that Jar- 
ger Account with a thoutand other yery ſtrange things, which were tos 
.tedious here to rclate. 


- Bur ſuppoſe he'd had the freedom rogo to their Meeting-honle ( for 
be is not very {crupulons in thete Ptints : Hecan hear Presbyterian, Epif- 
c:pal, Papiſt, yea a Tnrk or Heathen miake a god diſcourſe ) yer he could 
not do itarthat Junfure : For he was ſure, it would give great offence 
co very many of both ſides. Some were already ftambling to ſee hins 
ſo trequently converſing wich the Proveſt; and he can inſtance they, 
that cry*'d to him in the High ftreer, Twrn Coar, Turn Coar, 


- And further, his ſimple going to their Meeting word nor have gi- 
ven ſatisfaftion ; unleſs he had conform'd in a hundred other things: 
He bchoved to bave forſaken all his old Friends. In a word, he was to 
learn a new Language. Ir offended rhem, when hecalPd a Miniſter 
A Minifter. Curate you muſt ſay if you'l bea trac Profelyre. Whenno 
wards could prevail with him, they cry more ſevere and cruel mea{ures, 
by doing him great AQs of Injuſtice and Oppreffion. They quarter-up- 
on him Men avd Haifes which was never done before, ro him nor any 
of his Emplay in that place. Nr wasthere any neceflity roquarter on 
him, for it can be inſtrufted , rhar 14 Familics next.to his had not fo 
much as one Man,or Horſe; and he had 4 of cach totr.th6 it was a foor 
Regiment, Nor had hc any Accommodariin for ſach Lodgers, bur 
was forced to ſer theſe Horſes ina Room without Heck or Manger, full 
of Houſhold-plcniſhing, Ther: were allo Billets drawn upon him for 
the Danes; but he was turn'd cut of Doors,as you ſhall hear, betore they 
came to that Place, 


And, which was yet more Unreaſonable, and tended more to the 
Hurt both of the Place, and Mr. Kirkwo:d, the Proyeſt cauſed Gentle- 
men 
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meri-earry away their Sons from the Scheol, - and that 5 or 6 Monethsg 
before there was any report of his going from that place. The Cir- 
eumſtances of this Buſineſs are ſo Odd, that it is Odious to relate ther. 
A full account is given in one Inſtance in that larger Informacion, about 
Far, es Carmichael of Potiſhars. 


Theſe moſt Cruel and Unjuſt Methods having nd more effe&, thaf 
the former, they fall on a third, which was to lefſ'n his Salary. And 
therefore on the 12 of Ofober 8g they make an AR, reducing it from 
400 to Zoo Merksa year, after Martimas then next : Lower at that 
time they could not go ; For the Do&or has 200, and ic had been a 
ſhame to leyel the Maſtec with the Dofor : Bur the Proveſt told Mr. 
Kirkzwood, that Doftor wasto be turned out, and they were to give lels 
to another : And then they might ſepa little lower, for it was as law- 
ful to reſtri& his Salary to one, or two; as ro Zoo Merks. The cir- 
cumſtances of this AR are very remarkable: Ir was made altogether 
without his knowledge, they neither direftly, nor indirely acquaints 
ing him they deſigned any ſuch thing. And is it not very ſtrange,that 
one party ſhould deſtroy a Contrat, and make a new one without the 
knowledge and conſent of the other > This is down right contrary to 
” very Nature of all Contrafts, for they imply a mutual conſent of 

attics: 

- On the 19 of Offober (8 dayes afcer it was made) the Proveſt ſent for 
Mr. Kirkwood to his Chamber, and intimated the AQ. He ſomewhat 
ſurprized with che thing, reply*d, *Tu a Bueſtion, if I'll ſubmit to your At: 
If you will not, reply*d the other, you muſt flit and remove. That's another 
Dueftion, ſaid Mr. Kirkgyood. 


In ſhort, for it were tedious to relate here all that paſt, you have it at 
large in the other. Account, and it is ſufficient to ſhew here, that before 
that day cight daycs another Maſter was brought from Edinburgh, who 
by AR of Noah was (cttled, and Mr. Kirkwood deprived of his Office, 
and ordained to.remove from it at Martimas then next. He that day 
took Inſtruments in face of Council, that he was willing to ſerve accor- 


ding to agreement ;. as his Inſtruments bear of the date 26 of Offober 8g. 


Now ſuppoſe (which muſt not be granted) the Town had power ei- 
ther to leſſen his Sajary, or to put him away without a fault for hither- 
ro they did not ſo much as pretend the leaſt ſhadow of any miſdemeanour 
. And certainly, it they had known any, they would not: have tail'd to 
lay itt his Charge) that ought to be done legally and juſtly ; according 
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to the Laws and Praftick of this Nation: No Maſter can remove his 
Tenant, Cortar or Servant after this manner. 14 dayes is a very ſum- 
mary warning ro turn a Min with a numerous Family of young Chil- 
dren out of doors in the cold of Winter. Nor can Martimes be his Term, 
as is proycd in the larger Information. | 


After ſo much hard Uſage, Cruelty, and Injuſtice, he thinks ic more 
than time to (eek out for a Remely, looking on the Town Council, as 
buth Judge and Party. And thercf »re he makes his Application to the 
Lords of Council and Seſſion, by giving in to them, one Bill ro ſuſpend 
the Towns At of Deprivation ; another ro Advocare the caulc of re+ 
moving from his houſe, and a third to {uſpend an Aft, whereby they 
moſt unjuſtly fin'd him in 200 metks. 


This laſt about the Fine, is a buſtneſs that highly concerns Mr. Kirk- 
wood , not {o much, as to his Purſe, as his good Name : For they there- 
by ſRtigmatize him with one of the Blackelt Crimes a Man can be guilty 
of, calling him openly at the Bar, and in their Informations to the 
Lords, A Reviler of the Gods of bis People: By Gods mcaning the 27 Mem- 
bers of the Town Council, ſo that the D-acons of the Webſt-rs, Sutors 
and Taylors in Lithgow are Gods forſooth! They alledging, ( for Mr. 
Kirkwood poſitively denies it) he ſaid, The Town Comncil may think ſheme of 
their Adings Theſe are the words in their Aft of Amerciament, for 

hich he is called, 4 Reviler of the Gods ; But too much of this here, 

here's a large and a full account given of this buſineſs in a Paper by ir 
ſelf, which well deſerves to be intitul'd, The Hiſtory of the twenty ſeven Geds 
of Lichgow z wherein you ſhall ſee ſuch ridiculous and droll tuft, (uch 
wild and extravagant Ads, ſuch cruel and illegal Pranks, chat tho you 
made ſearch into the whole Records of all the Burghs in this —— 
from their firſt eretion to this day, you ſhall not meer-with any thing, 
that can parallcl this. Here you'l ſee one Baily cauſing drag another 
to Priſon, tor words that had paſt betwixt themſelvesar Courr; and he 
breaking Priſon, is hal*d to it again by his own Officer to the great 
amaziment and laughter of hundreds of People. Here you may read 
how one Baily calls other two in face of Council'(Cthe ore ſitting Preſes 
at that crime). Perjured Villgins, and Knaves. Here you'l (ce [ome Burgel- 
ſes, cvcit of the beſt rank in the Burgh, ſtaged for not: raking oft their 
Cape, when they paſt by the Proveſt in the ſtreer, tho ſtanding at a 
tolerable diſtince ; others for taking it off and making too low a leg. -In 
a word, Innocent, harmleſs, dumb Beaſts do not eicape their friry, 
for Baily Turnbul , now my Lord Provelt ſhin up in clots Prifon within 
: the 
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the Tolbagch a poor tpans. horſe a gght ud 3 W994 ej of (90 days 

| rals, urch-yard , _ himſelf y-" 
lory,.9qt Aaring.comauc ene, Fey's to an, Offer | lovely refuling to. 
I the poor man give his own horſe : peck of Pf at he-had boirths | 
for his ſupper. Nor is the relation 0 


- With pardon for this, tis, ſufficient here, you kngw, that this buſi- 
nels, for which Mr. Kirkwood was fined in 203 merks, is altogether x- 
trinfick to tho Plea 1 band, and could not giveany rile nor occaſi -n 
to it: For he, was deprived of his office z yea, another Schoolmaſter 
was brought from Edinburgh, before this had any being: So that ro 
alledge, or infer any thing from it, as the Cauſe, or Occaſi mn of the 
ofher..is ofall; things in. naturs the moſt monſtrons.  'T ivio make the 
Ef precede rhe. Cault, as itong ſhould aver the ſon to be inthe world 
many years bctore che Father was born. 

. To rejurn' therefore again-to our Point. beſides the three Bills,he gave 
in alſo a Pcrizion bumbly begging .beir Lordſhips would be pleaſed ro 
dilculs the-Canle upan the Kal which was granted ; and recommen- 
dcdio my Lori) 4herychsl, the Ordinary at that time to hear both Par: 
tics; and incalc of difficulty to make report to the whole Lords. | 


Aﬀrcr that the Caule was ſeveral times debated at the Bar, and Re: 
port made to their Lorſhips, they fuund, that the Town could not re- 
move Mr Kirkwood cither trom his Charge of School maſtcr, ot from 
his Hople At that time; upon that ground, and After that manner, :as the In- 
gerloquitor at more length bears, of rhe date 12 December 8g, They did 
indeed (nitain the Fine upon a miſtake, and recali'd it in their next. 


. The day following the Town gave in a Petition rec!) aiming againſt 
the Sentence, and dclirivg a new Cilcarkio upan. other Grounds. The 
Lords beipg moſt willing ro do them all the Jultice Law could allow, 
granted their Requeſt. | 


T he Point they had toprove, was, That Mr. Kirkwood had dimirted 
his Charge, and Simpliciter retuſed..co ſerve any longer. The Town at 
fir(t chought his rctufing 10-{crve upon Diminution of his Salary, was a 
{uMcient Dimiſhon : And therefore they deſire a new Hearing tro make 
good that Point by other Arguments. Mr. Stuart, Brother to Coltneſs 
adduced only theſe two following. | 

| Fuſt, 
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Firſt, ſaid -he, Mt: Kirkwood took his leaye of his Scholars, andexhar-- 
ted them. to. be obedient and {ubmilfive -ro- their new Maſter z Emo, he 
dimitted; It was anſwered, That atter the.Key of the School was taken 
violently out af, bis Packer þy, the Tawn Officers, as lnftrumency then 
taken (11 Nov, 8g.) bear ; be made tydeed a Diſcourle to his Scholars 
for half an hour, moſt {cripufly recommending co them their Diy to 
GOD and Man; particularly cxhorting them co--be obedicat and ſub. 
mitfiye to all ſupreme Powers, whom GOD in His Providence ter over 
themz'ro all {ubordinaze Rylers,, Magiſtrates, Parencs and! whatever 
Malters they might have afcer him. The Lords found this made for, 
and not againſt him z being a yery great Symiom..of. a -peaccable [pitit. 


The 24 argument was in theſc expreſs words : My, Kirkwood went into 
the School, and welcomed the new  Malte:, by taking him,by che hand 
and wiſhing him all Jay and Happinels in his Charge. This (aid Me. 
Stxzrt, isan unanſwerable Argument, and -a muſt certaia homologati- 
on of his dimiſhon. And to ſpeak the truth, ic mare My. Kirkwords 
Advocates look one to another : but heing a matter of Fatt ic was fitteſe 
to be anſwered by himſelt.and therefore he ſaid co the Jidge : My: Lord, 
if ic can be in(trued, that I have ſer, my +toor within 'the Schoal, ſince 
that man, whom they c3ll their. School-maſtec centred it; yea,. or that 
Ifpoketo him all my lite within,- or without the \chool, about that, or 
any other Afﬀaiir, | ſhall loſe the Cauſe. I wonder, my Lord, continu» 
e4 he, how Min, «ho preiend fo great ſtriftne(s in matters ot Religion 
can contrive mecr Falſhoods and Lies,to carry on an unjult Cau'c. James 
Stuart, ſaid my Lord, ſpeaks as he is informed. |[ am (orry,my Lord, 
reply'd Mr. Kirkwood, ſuch Ioformers ſhould be our Reformers. 

This Hearing, being reporced ro-the;Lords, they aguia canfirm their 
former Interloguitor in Mr. Kirkwoods favours, unlels' the Town could 
produce un-ice bis hand a Dimiſhon, or he durlt not depone he did ir 
not in tace of Council, The firſt thicy could not doe, and he was clear 
to do the other. 

Upon this fell out a very deep deſinn or (to give «a more proper 
name) a He}tiſh Pio againſt Mr. Kirkwood, not his perfon, bur, which 
is wotle, higgood name :; For the Provelt did_ contrive a. way to make 
him erernally Intamous, by proving him Petjred, it he ſhould depone 
he did not dimir ; Bur, thanks to the - Almighty, he cfcapft, and the 
Contrivers ar* tal'en into the Pie, they digg*d tor another. 

Ir were roo tedious to relare this Story here, and we haye no will ta. 
make a 24 digretſion. *V'is done to the lite in the larger Information, 


{oconviacingly, that no man can deny, the torce of the Ann 
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- For they arc equal to Demonſtrations, and by their Conſequence moſt of 
the Town Council according to the Proveſts Principles arc Perjured, or 
et in the ſenſe Baily Beer in face of Council call'd Baily Higgins and 
Baily Smith Perjurcd Knaves, and tho Law does not reach, then as 
- guilty of this horrid iniquity. yet they will be found to have made a 
moſt dcliberate, malicious, and Judicial Lie, which is certainly in the 


next degree to P-rjury. 


The Town having loſt this Plea, makes another A on the 25 of 
' December Bg. ordaining Mr. Kirkwood ro remove at Candlemas then next. 
Tis ſtill an i}legal and tlummary Warning. there nor brine 40 days to 
the Term: To (ay nothing of the unlawtulneſs, and untcalonablencſs 
of forcing any Perſon to flit in the miodle of Winter with a numerous 
Family of young Childreo, it being to be ſuppoſed, there arc not then 
houſcsto be ſer. It might alſo be added, that this AQ was made C as 
Laws then ſtood ) on a day eta part for another work: The Lords of 
$cfſion nor chen dating fic according to Law. 


Mr. Kirkwood did alſo ſuſpend,this AQ, which being debated ſeveral 
times at the Bar before the Lord Philiphaugh, at laſc atrer a full hearing 
on the 28 ot Fan. go, his Lordſhiprold both Parties, he would report on 
the laſt oft that moneth : and theretore defired chem to prepare their 
Informations. 


Mr. Kirkwood accordingly diſperſed his amongſt the Lords; but the 
Town in ſtead of theirs gave in a Petition, deſiring a new hearing be- 
fore report. T he Lords granted cheir deſire, but 14: the mean rime dif- 
charg:d any execution to be uicd againſt the ſuſpender, as the delive- 
raice of their Bill bears. 


This Heating was to be on the 4h of Feb: and could not be ſooner, 
that being Tx:/d:y, and yeron the 3d of that moneth, contrary to the 
exprels Sentence and Order of the Lords; contrary to the very Import 
and drfign'of their own Petition , contrary to the Rules of honeſty and 
and human Soiery, and contrary to the nature of their Station and Ot- 
fice, they clandeſtinly and treacherouſly cject miſcrels Kirkwood with 
her Children and Servants, he being in Edinburgh attending the Plea. 
The particularsot this Aﬀtion, being very remarkable are tully related 
in the larger Intormation, | 


' On theſaid ſourth day the Gaule is debated, neicher Party knowing, 
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For they ate equal to Demonſtrations, and by their Conſequence moſt of 
' the Town Council according to the Proveſts Principles arc Perjured, or 
yet in the ſenſe Baily Beer in face of Council call'd Baily Higgins and 
Baily Smith Perjurcd Knaves, and tho Law does not reach, them as 
guilty of this horrid iniquity. yet they will be found to have made a 
moſt dcliberate, malicious, and Judicial Lie, which is cercainly in the 


next degree to P-rjury. 


The Town having loſt this Plea, makes another AR on the 25 of 
' December 8g. ordaining Mr. Kirkwood to remove a! Candlemas then next. 
Tis ſtill an i}legal and ilummary Warning. there not buine 40 days to 
che Term. To lay nothing of the unlawtulnels, and unicalonableneſs 
of forcing ary Perſon to flit in the miudle of Winter with a numerous 
Family of young Childreo, it being to be (uppoſed, there arc not then 
houſes to be ſet. It might alſo beadded, that this At was made C as 
Laws then ſtoo(! ) on a day (eta part for another work: I he Lords of 


Scion nor chen daring fic according to Law. 


Mr. Kirkwood did alſo ſuſpend this At, which being debated ſeveral 
times at the Bar before the Lord Pheliphaugh, at Jaſc atcer a full hearing 
on the 28 of Zan. go, his Lordſhiprtol-| both Parties, he would report on 
the Jaſt of that moneth : and thereture defired them to prepate their 


Informations. 


Mr. Kirkwood accordingly diſperſed his amongſt the Lords; but the 
Town in ſtead of theirs gave in a Petition, deſiring a new hearing be- 
fore report. T he Lords granted their deſire, but i; the mean rime dif- 
charg: d any execution to be uicd againſt the ſuſpender, as the dclive- 
raiice of their Bill bears. 


This Heating was to be on the 4h of Feb: and could not be ſooner, 
that being Tu:ſd:y, and yeron the 3d of that moneth, contrary t.> the 
expreſs Sentence and O1der of the Lords; contrary to the very Impore 
and d {ton of their own Petition , contrary to the Rules of honeſty and 
and human Sacierv, and contrary to the nature of their Station and Ot- 
fice, they clanneſtinly and treacherouſly cjec wiſtrels Kirkwood with 
her Children an4 Servants, he being in Edinburgh attending the Plea. 
The particularsot his Altion, being very remarkable arc tully relaicd 
inthe larger Intormation. 


On the ſaid ſourth day the Gaule js debated, neither Party knowing, 


Mer. Kirkwood receives a Letter from his Wite. giving ſome little account 
of this buſineſs. _ he acquaints bis Adyocates, whereat 
they: being exceedingly aftonilh't, bid him ſhew the Letter ro' my:-Lor 
Philiphaugh. He no: Icfs amaz'd, promiſed to call both Parties toe 
Bar without fail the next day ; tho he bad told them, he was ro Repore 
before.any turcher heating; nor was it his Lordſhips turh to come out 
| that day to che Bar ; but this being an extraordinary Emergency , be 
faid,he thought it his Duty toenquire after the Reaſons of ſo illegal,and 
| unjuſt an Aftion. Accordingly both Parties meeting at the Bar, Mr. 
Kirkwoods Advocates, ( viz. Sir Patrick Hume, Commilſlar Dolrymple, and 
| 


Mr. illiam Monipenny) immediately fall on that head , and leverely 
cha]lenge the Towns AQ , ſaying , it was the height of injuſtice, an ex- 
ceeding great contempt of Authority; and an unparallelable inſtance of 
a T reacherous and Deceitful Dealing with the Lords. The Town, (aid: 
chey, gave in a Pctition, deſiring another hearing , and yet were reſol- 
ved (as the Eyent proves ) in the mean timeto Att , as if they had 
gain'd the Cauſe. Mr. Stzert anſwered, he knew nothing of itz and+fot' 
. ought he could think, it was a meer Calumny . For there was nothing 
co inftruft the verity of the ation, but Miſtreſs Krkwoodr Letter. Ple 
hazard the Cauſe, repli'd her. Husband , on the truth 'of my Wites 
Lecter. The Maſter of Sair, .now My Lord Secretary, theri the Kings 
Advocate, and employed by the Town, ſtood amazed to hear of the 
wild and cxtravagant aCtings of his Clients: Ar length be ſaid ; They 
bave hugely prejudged their own Cauſe, and {o went from the Bar. 
This was all thac was done at that time. | 

. On the gth of Feb. the Cauſe bEing reported, the Lords did further 
recommend to My Lord Philiphaugh to diſcuſs the Reaſons of Suſpenſi- 
on upon the Bill, and in the mean time ſtop'r all execution , as the 
Ingerloquitor at more length bears: For in this Plea there are many 
Heads to be diſcuf}, ſuch asy, Whetber or no, it's in the Towns power to hſ- 
Jen Mr. Kirkwoods Salary; Whether they can —_— bim of bis Office with- 
out a fault, giving bim a legal Warning? &c. That they could not leflen 
his Salary nor put him away afrer the manner they had done, is als 
ready determined by che Lords in two ſeveral Interloquitorr, © 

$0 that he has ablolutely-.carryed this Plea, - for he has 'neyer got a 

og! Wavning : Nor. have they legally leflened his Salary. 


aQion ,had writicen:iw French to her Husband.ſo Jamely and overly a- 
bout it, that'the- Lords thought the Town had only Mind or Hin'd to 
do fuch a thing : Thoin cftc& all the formalities due in that:caſe were 
uſd; as, Puiting cut the fire, "* ; 


Aſter 


_ . JE AE 
' what was done at Lichgew On the 3d. A few minutes after the Debate 


ce uQw go on.to tell. that as ro the'matter of. Ejeftion on the 3d 
of Feb. Miſtreſs Kirkwood, not well underſtanding the nature of fuch atr- 
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ſtrumens can atteſt there were nor hours betwixt che 


| ( 1a )) | | | 
After this laſt Interloquitor Mr. Kirkwood enquired at ſeveral of the Lords; 
Advocates, Cletks and Writers,if there was any hazard from the Town, 
All, -as with one yoice ſaid, There. wasno ground, or cauſeto fear :' for 
they were ſurc,the Town durſt nox meddle in that Afar, till the Lords 
gave out Sentence : Yet be being ſtill jealous, knowing their - Cruelty 
and Malice; thought fir co {ecure himfelt by all meaus poſhble - And 
therefore he went ro the Lord Philipbeugh, and humbly begg'd his 
Lordſhip would be _ -to give him ſubſcribed undcr his hand the 
Sentence of the Lords, which he might intimace to the Town,and then 
he was ſurc they durit not move any furcher in that buſineſs. 
*Tis not the cuſtome, reply *d My Lord; nor is there any need- to 
give ſuch a Paper : Taffure you, Mr. Kirkwood, they dare not mcddle 
with you. My dear Lord,laid Mr, Kirkwood] know Them people better, 
than your Lordſhip: Ignorance, Malice and Fury, what dare they not 
do? Abundance of Law btcaks not Law: A Paper under your Hand 
ueſtionleſs. will-pur a ſtop to their rage: My Lord, grant mc chis one 
equeſt for GOD's ſake. His Lordſhip moved with thele words, very 
any condeſcended ; and gave under his hand the following Stop or 
Itts . 


IPhereat the Lards of Conneil and Seſſion by their dnterloquitor this dav upon 
a Report made by me inthe Bill of Suſpenfion at the Inſtance of Mr. James Kirk- 
wood School-maſter of Lithgow againſt the Town of Lirhgow, anent the ſuſpen- 
ding their AG of Deprivation pronounced by them againſt b1m on the 23 of Decem- 
her laf, did recommend to me to diſcuſs the Reaſons of Suſpenſion upon the Bill, 
if the Chargers inſiſt againſt the ſaid Mr. James ; and if they refuſe to infift, thas 
I ſhould paſs the Bill of Suſpenſion. Therefore theſe are to flop all further exeanti< 
on againſt tbe Suſpender, wntil the Chargers makg their Elettion, whether they 
will inſiſt, or not, that I may diſcuſs the Reaſons, or paſs the Bill, In witmeſs 
whereof, 1 bave ſubſeribcd thir preſents at Edinburgh the foxth day of Febru- 
aty 1090 Tears. Sic ſublcrihitur, FJ4. MURKAY. 


Thus Mr. Kirkwood recurns home to Liebgow with this ProteCtion in his 
Packet, .dreading no hurt from the Town, and duly, and legally in- 
timates the ſame to the Magiſtratcs; by giving chem an exatt Double. 
with the Principal, deſiring, if they pleaſed to compare them, which 


was done by Bailic Main and the Town Clerk , The Bailie lookin 
on the "Principal. , while the Clerk read the Double 3 An 
Inſtruments taken thereon of the date 8 of February go: | Mr, Kirkwood 
geting back the Principal, immediatly rhey catry the Double co the 
rovelt ; anc within J or 4 minutes,the Council Bell rings {for the 2 In- 
Tenicharion oo 
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the dy nag} his Chamber door)-and after a very fhort deliberation 
all the four Officers are ſent from the Council without having any per- 
ſon with. them to: Mr. Kirkwood's houſe, who in a moſt violent manner 
break up the Chamber door, wherein he was, and firſt take'the Keys 
out of his Pocket, and then drag himſelf, his Wife and ſix young Chil- 
dren moſt barbarouſly down ſtairs. 

The circumſtances of this Aftion are ſo remarkable, that we-cannot; 
but ar leaſt rouch ſome of chem. | | 
It was in the morning : The Children had nor on all their Cloaths: One 
| Poor Infant, who had been a year and more under the hands of Phy- 
ſicians from Edinburgh, and clſe where; was [natcht away from a warm 
fre {ide to the cold Winter air. It would have pitied a+ heart of tone 
to ſee that Child fir by the fiie: Haw much- more to be hurried our of 
doors inthe Winter [calon > And when the'tender-hearted Mother begg*d 
the Officers, they would ſuffer her to caſt a looſe cloath about her poor 
Infant ; they flaicly refuſed ir. The-cauſe of this barbarous and cruel 
dealing you will hear immediatly. - But, that, which is moſt confide- 
rable in this paſſage, is, That William Higgins eldeſt Baily, who profc(- 
{eth no little skill in that, as in many-other Arts, had been {ecing the 
Child 2 or 3 days before; and not only preſcribed, but fent to her by 
his 6wn (ervanc ſome things he had compoſed, of which ſhe was to take 
a little every day, giving ſtrict orders ſh: ſbould be kept warm ;. while 
ſhe took theſe Remedies. And yet in the mean time ( O the height of 
Barbarity and Cruelty !) he ſendeth her this wonderful Antidete by the 
hands of 4 rude Fellows. Nor was the condicion of this Infantunknown 
to the whole Council, being repreſented to them in expreſs terms. Ic 
pleaſed-GOD ro remove this Child without the reach of wicked Men 
lome time after this _ : 

Mrs. Kirkwood, whom all know tobe a very tenderand fickly Woman, 
and at that time not fully recovered of a long and a dangerous Diſeaſe, 
was then by accident in'a very courſe-and thin Busk, beingbuſied abour 
a good fire in ſmoothing Linnen. - She was in 4 drels fic enough for the 
work ſhe was about; but not-to be dragg'd oi to the ogen Street to be- 
come a gazing-ſtock to the World: An. was it not a very dangerous 
thing thus to terrifie a Woman with Child? *Tis nat fie to relate here 
what: ſad effc& this tear had on her, and what rilque of her Life ſhe run, 
'Tis enough to tel), that, when ſh; molt carneſtly begg'd the Officers ro 
ſuffer. her ro put on her-Shoes, and caſt any looſe cloath about her (elf, 
at leaſt ro make faſt the Cofters or Trunks that were ſtanding open; - or 
ta lay aſide the Linnens that were 2mong(t her handsz they anlwer'd 


their Ocders were not to give a minute of time, 
B.3. One 
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"One of the ſeryants, whoſe tour it wasthat week to play the Cook! 
and it being the laſt day thereof , looke more Jike an Ethiopian, than an 
Exropean; when an Officer took her by che ſhoulders; Whar,ſaid ſhe,ſhall 
I go our like a Gypfie 2 Ler me get fome clean cloaths wich me. Bur ſhe 
was not heard. You muſt be content, ſaid the Fellow. , with the fare 
your Miſtreſs gets. : | 

Mr. Kirkwood thinking to ſave himſelf by laying Hands on the Horns. 
of the Altar, ( for a Mans own houſe is his SanCQtuary ) claſp't his armes. 
cloſely about a _ or poſt; but the rude fellows tugg*d (oluſtily that 
had he not quickly let go his grip, they: certainly had carried away the 
trunck of his Body leaving the armes in avery odd figure. 

Miſtreſs Kirkwood having for ſhame of her busk run below a'ſtair with 
her ſix Children, when ſhe ſaw her Husband hal'd away by the Officers, 
her ſhame evaniſht and a panick-fear ſeiz'd on her, thinking they were 
going to - Bur ſhe was miſtaken: They were not {o cruel, 
as ſhe fancied. They only hurried him away to Priſon, and ſhut him 
up in a cloſe Room with one George Stevenſon a countrey Webſter ; as if 
he had been a MalefaQtor. . - 

This fear made ſuch deep impreſſion upon her ſpirit; that always: 
thereafter, when ſhe ſawtheſe. Officers, tho at never lo great a diſtance; 
ſhe could not forbear trembling and ſhaking, albeit her Husband uſed 
all the Rherorick he was Maſter of to-diſcover the folly of that Paſſion : 
$o that ar laſt he was forced to ſend her in ro Edinburgh and ſtay himſelf © 
at Lithgow, till he diſpoſcd of his Goods. 

It might have been expeted, eſpecially from Perſons of their Per 
ſwaſion, that ſome regard ſhould have been had to her on the account 
cf her Brother, Captain YVan-Beeſt in Colonel Ramſey's Regiment, who 
had bchaved ſo well at Killichranky; . was ſore wounded, taken in the 
place, and lay long in the Blair of Avbole, 

But we need not make uſc of any ſuch conſideration to cxagoerate 
this Crime: The bare and naked relation of this fa&-is ſuch, tharch$6- 
you ſhould ſcarch into tlie Records of all the Burghs of this Kingdom 
ſince their ficſt cretion, you ſhall nor find any thing comparable to 
this Buſineſs Here's the height of Injuſtice; - Here's unparallelable 
Contempt of Authority : The ſupreme Judges of the Land are baffled, 
and their Authority trampled under foot. Nor is this done by -a ſingle 
Perſon, or a few in ſome remote corner of the Nation; but by a Socie- 
ty; a Town Council, and, (to uſc their own words) by an Afſembly 
of Gods, met at their own elbow. Nor did they a this raſhly or ig- 
norantly ;. but moſt deliberately, and adviſedly; and queſtionleſs tno(' 
wictingy, and vycr the belly of cheir own Canſciences,. How isir po 
, ., ble 


( 13 ) 
fible, ircaa ve otherwiſe 2 being done immediuely after the Incimation 
of the Sentence of the Lords, in ſpite and oppoſition to their Sentence. 
Whar, as it oy bad (ſaid , The Lordsthought we had maimed to do 
this: but we will let them ſee its not a Mint, buta Real *@. We value 
not their Sentence a pln, tho it be ſent outto us. This, and worle too, 
is the genuine and true Conſequence of their atings. _ 

Bur would you know,why they did things ſo furiouſly and rudely. [t 
was to force Mr.Kirkwood to a Dimilhon, as you ſhall better know from 
what they did on Munday thereafter : For this is not all, there is worle 
coming, and yet worfe onthe back of that. If ever that Scors Proverb, 
Once wood and ay the worſe, was verified, you will find it inthis affair. 

At,night Miſtreſs Kirkwood earneſtly beſought the magiſlrates to give 
her out of her own houſe ſome of the meat , that was a. preparing for 
Dinner, (no doubtover-boilfd, for. they were in ſo wood a haſte , that 
they minded not to put out the fire) and ſome Cloathes for her Husband 
and her ſ{clf ro ly on in Priſon, and her Children, thatfwere diſperſed 
with the ſervants into three ſcyeral Families,it not bcing very caſy to ger 
Cloathes ſuitable to young Infants: But they flatly retuled to giye her 
one crumb of Bread, or ſo much as one threed of cloaths, unleſs her 
Husband would ſubſcribe a Paper. | 

For which end chey ſent their Treaſaurer expreſs to Priſon. Mr, 
Kirkwood anſwered, he would ſubſcribe any Paper they pleaſed, piovid- 
ivg it were not. prejudicial to his Cauſe: depending before the Lords, 


* . Upon which they flately refuſed.co give out anything. 


rom Priſon he wrote to his Advocates, 'deliting them to give in a 
Bill to the Lords, which accord ingly was done on the Tueſday ; He 
wrote alſo to the Maſter of Stair , the Kings Advocate, bumbly repre- 
{enting-to his Lordſhip, he behooved now toturn ſail ', and defend, ac- 
cording to his. place , the Lieges from the Oppreſſion and lnjultice of 
Illegal and Cruel Men. 

bout nine a clock on Munday the Proveſt ſent"three Officers to Pri- 
ſon to tell him, to provide a houfe agginſt ten to put his goods in. My - 
Goods, ſaid he -to .the Officers, are in my own houſe, I mind not to 
remove them.. | 

This Anſwer being carricd tothe Proveſt by theſe Officers , he ſent 
them back to tell him, he muſt go out of Priſon to {ce his goods eject» 
cd. Outl will not go; replyed he to the Officers, till i know who put 
me in, ( for ſome ſaid it was by the Proveſts Order only , others the 
Councils) and far what Cauſe or Crime Pm.imprifoned , And if I ve 
liberate, when 1 go out. Away again go they to the Proveſt ; and re« 
taza with orders to drag him out, it he will not come willingly , ont | 

WIL 1 


& 4 ) 
with all aug wy that the Proveft refuſed to anſwer any of chef 
Queſtions. zl! which four Heads, tie by chance having « Notar 
by him rook Inftrumems.., © © 5-5 

Thus he was draggfd ont of hisown houſe to Prifon, and out of ir as 
gain to hisown hoffe, This looks Hiker a Romance; than a Law-plea; 
*nd would be noill SubjeRt for a Comedie; if it could end well: 
' T4 ſhort, (fora larger Account of this paſſage is to be had elſewhere ) 
ti, our Officers wich other fone men, of which one was the Deacon of 
the Wrights, a Member of the Eouncit, fell ro work, and pull'd down 
in .a moments. time aboye 43 well ifluminate Maps or- Carts, a great 
number of Piftares, Faliduces, Chronological Tables, and" many fine 
Curs or Delineations of the Holy Scriptures, Antiquiry, &e; wherewich 
hehad two large Rooms complearly hung. All which with 1860 
Grammars, princed at London, int looſe fheets they threw our, not into 
the Clols, a place fomewhar ferure andcleanly; but into:the'open dirty 
ftreet. After this'they pull' down as baſtily the Hangings of the Cham- 
bers and Beds,, and break into pieces five Durch Preſſes; caſting out in 
many ſmall parcels the Laces, Linnens, and what elſe was in them. 
Miſtreſs Kirkwood moſt carneſtly begg*d cheſe men to Jer her pur the 
Laces and Linnens, and other ſmall chings'ſhto-Coffers.. We muſt obey 
orders, laid.they; goto rhe magiſtrates, and' ſeek leave; we are dil- 
charged ro give you a minute. :this ſhe ſent twice to'them bur got 
no return... Ar laſt ſh: went her {elf to Baily* Higgins,and in a moſt hum- 
ble manner with ears'intteared him nortoſuffer theſe m2n to deſtroy all 
her Go2ds.. Go tothe Proveſt, ſaid he, for he does aH. I cannot go 
to him, reply'd the poor ſtranger ; for he is a furious man :* And with 
much ado got ſhe theſe words utrered ; (o / any a weight was on her Spi- 
tit. The Baily: moved with ſome roy tn at-that time went to the 
Proveſt, who returned this Anſwer, Tharhe would not grant one mi- 
nate, unleſs. her Husband- would ſubſcribe a Dimiſhon; which it he 
would-doz he ſhould'not only gerdays, but weeks to tranſport himſelf, 
I knew, ſaid ſh?, my Husband will ſubſcribe no'fuch Paper! You' need 
not then, mw che Baily, expe one minute of time. 
. *Tis-ne;dleſs here ro relate, with how ſad a heart this poor afflited 


Woman return'd back to ſee her Goods all deſtroy'd; And ro add to 
her forrow, ſhe weot and.came by a Lough fide, (that ſhs might ſhun 
the gazing multitude) where ſhe. was forced to waſh her Fee and Legs 

to01nthe cold of Winter. 
Now, it this be not Arbitrery Government in its vigour; ot that, which 
Lawycrs.call Conceſſion, and common People Club-Low in its rigour, - 
ws. the 
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the Wotld judge: On delign and of purpoſe fo to ſpoil and difirey. 
knens Goods, thar you nay forcehem to give you all your will. | 
"The former Magiſtrates uſe to boaſt, chey buile che beſt Houle in&o02. 
Lad for their Schoal: maſter, and che preſent may beaſhamed they have 
ſpoiled it_of the beft furniture , For Mr. Kirkwood may fay withour vas. 
nity, or.ipeaking. beyond the T:ruth, he had the beſt furniſke houſe of 
any of his Employ in Scotlexd, the or Goods in ic bcing aboys- 
nine Thouſand Merks. y 
What iols or dammage he has ſuſtained by this cjeQion, and w.zt 
reall want or embezilment of his mom there 1s, cannot be'caſily dee 
monfirated; But of this with che Expence of this Pleaa fuller account 
is given elſc where. | 
After al the goods were thrown out of doors, excepting ſome ching”. 
neysand a few other things, which they poſleſsto this day, aud whar 
wete in his Cloſet or Study, which that day was left entire for another / 
Rior, as you ſhall hear, he very innocently ſlipe from the Officers up 
to the Palace ( about 20 paces from his houſe) which is a Sarftuary in+ 
to which'they dare not {et their foot 3 where having reſted 2 or 3 hours 
inthe Earl of Lithgow's houſe, he afterward came ſteping into Edinburgh, 
by the help of the Mocn through dub and mire, not keeping the or- 
dinary rode for fear of the Proyeſt's hounds, that were become almoſt 
mad, they had loſt the Sent of their Prey. Of this Paſſage you have 
a fulleraccount in the Jarger Information. | 
After he had come to Edinbnrgh, and inform*©d his Advocates of all -. 
that had happend him in Lithgow , they advilcd him to (eck back his 
Bill, that was giyen in co the Lords: For ſaid they, the Crime, the 
Town is guilty of, is of a much higher.nature, than the Lordsof Scffi- 
on can'puniſh; and doth properly belong tothe Lords of their Majeſtieg 
ſecret Council. Accordingly he went to Sir Alexander Gibſons Chamber + 
and gor back his Bill. His next work was to go rothe Maſier of Stair 
then the Kings Advocate , whom he caſually rancountred coming 
out of the Countels- of Kineardins Lodging. We arc well met, 
ſaid My Lord I reccived your Leiter : I know your whole Afﬀaire 
They are a diſtra&ed People you have to do with. 1 would adviſe you + 
ro leave them. You will not want a Place. Will you accept of thy 
Pounds Kerling, and paſs from this Riot of Impriſonment, and be pay? 
cd up to this day of all the Profitsthar. belong to you as School matlers | 
And beſides they will pals the fine. Alas,My Lord, repli'd Mr. Kirkwood, + 
I find y« u know not the whole Buſineſs That, they did on Saturday, : 
of which I wrote from priſon royour Lordſhip , Is nothing in compare 
of what they did'on Munday.” I'm tuin'd, My Lord ; I'm my 
ruin; 
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ruin'd. They haye deſtroy'd all my goodss thrown them out in-para 


into the filthy mire. Fifty Pounds! Many fifties will-not repair ay = : 


loſs. His Lordſhip gave no 1etucn, but lifring up his handsand eyept 
the Heavens, lat 4 They are Rove mad! Certainly they 5 2 
And with that run down ſtairs. 


heday after Mr. Kirkwood went into the.Seffion houſe,and as he is en: 
ering within the Bar,he mects Mr.Stwart,who with a ſmile rook him by the 
hand very heartily, ſaying, I wiſh, Mr: Kirkwood, this buſineſs "twixt the 
Town and you were taken away. Will you agree with them?You are the 
only man,replyed Mr Kirkzwood,that has ſtopt our Agreement. You know 
yery well.Sir,when my Lord Advocate at his firſt compearance at the Bar 
for the Town, adviſed my Lord Philiphawgh to call both Partics to his 
chamber.and theretotake away Differences in a Friendly manner : that 
Ithen anſwered , Iwas moſt wb nicw, Foe refer my (elf abſolutely to his 
Lordſhip,tho the Towns Adyocate : . You replyed, Things were come fo 
grteata length, that they could not be taken away, but by a Sentence of 
the Lords. And now after you have ruined me, you would have me 
to agree... Haye not I juſt ground to retort your own Argument; and 
now tell you , maters are come to ſuch a height, that they cannor be 
taken away, but-with a ſeyerc Sentence, not only of the Lords of Seſſt- 
onz but allo of their Majeſties Secret Council, 'Tis beſt things be 
taken away peaccably, ſaid Mr. Stuart; Will you yer refer your (clf 
tojhis Lordſhip? And with this he again takes Mr. Kirkwood by the hand, 
and leads him to the Advocate who was fitting on a bEnch in the outer 
houſe: My Lord Advocate ſaith Mr Stwart, Mr. Kirkwood is willing to 
refer himiclt in this affair '*ewixt the Town and him ro your Lordſhip. 
Itſhal) be ſore againſt my will, replid my Lord, if I undertake ſuch a 
tack. Will you refer your ſelf co my Lord, ſaid Mr Stwart again to Mr 
Kirkwood, (Such deference l bear his Lordſhip, replicd the other, and 
ſo-diſcreet and: generous a Perſon I judge him to be, that I think 1 need 
not fear to do it. | 
n ſhort, an Appointment'is there made againſt eight a clock the next 
morning ; -or if that fail'd, at two inthe attcrnoon in the Advocates 
Chamber: Bur the Proveſt, Baily Higgins, and Jerom Hunter, Trealu- 
rer, who were then in Edinburgh, refuſing wo ſublcribe an abſolute Sub- 
miſſion, that Appointment came to nought, only Mr. Kirkwood to ſig- 
nify his willingne(s did deliver his Submiſſion in moſt abſolute terms, 
but unſubſcribed to his Lordſhip in preſence ot his eldeſt Son, telling he 
was ready to ſubſcribe that Paper, if the Tuwn would do the like, 
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his was on Wedeniday 12 of Febres 1 


Mr. 8twert, after the - hours of appointment were clapſt, Lang "of 
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Kirkwood to bis Chamber, and dcfired he would hear bim read & 
& a-Qualificd Subm which the Town haddrawnup.. And ſhall 
#4, ſaid Mr. Kirkwood, lub{cribe an Abfolute Submifton, and the Towna 
Qualified One? . You may: hear it, ſaid Mr. Stwart. Tis an ill Tale 
that may nor te heard, (aid the other, He.was.not well begun, when 
Mr. Kirkwood ciy*d, Stop, Mr. Start, Ex angus Leonem. | know what's 
-in;that paper; -l will as ſoon have that finger cur off, as ſublcribe ir. In 
| a word, there were ſuch ablurd. and ridiculous Clauſes and Conditions 
in it, that itsa wonder the T own could fancy. Mr. Kirkwood would con. 
| ſent rorchem. One was , 'I bat he ſhould ackriowledge it: was'in the 
| Towns power to turn him out at pleaſure. Thishe badall alongs d& 
| a, and now by hisSubſcription to-acknowledge ita had beena fign 
of very great wEaknels. *And beſides, the L6rds! af by two (eyeral In- 
gerloquitors in expieſs Terms, Declarcc, thatthe Town could nor De- 
prive him of his Charge At that time, For that Cauſe, And, Afier that 
| maner; And. by.an in/a1lible Conſequence , they could notdo it xe 
-— FPleaſare: _ And lobis Subſct iption had, been a down right ContradiQion 
to the Sentence of the Lords. IN ple | 
- On the ig of Febraary, The Cauſe is again Debates at the Bar. After 
. heating, My Lord'Philjpheugh told both Patties he would Report on the 
| © 25th. But the Schon being to1iſe on the 28 , no Report was made. 
| And here Matters ſtand betwixt the Town and Mr: Kirkwood, as to Civil 
Law; But as to Club Law, take this other Touth. 
He was hardly well arrived at Lithgiw, on the firſt of March, when 
immediately without any Citation, he was call'd before the Council, 
and there ordered to remoye out of his Study, which,as isabove related, 
was left entire atithe former Riot, all his Books, Papers, and what clſc 
| he had in, ic: The Study, rcp!id Mr, Kirkwood, and: whole boule is 
mine, - and will be {o, till the Lords determine the contrary: And 


| therefore Fle remove nothing cut of ir, We will do it then ty force, 
| ſaid the Proveſt. You may. on your hazard, repli'd Mr. Kirkwood ; 
| and ſo went out of the Council. 

Ic were very tedious to relate here the many ſirange Circumſtances of 
Þ this Scene. You have them at Jarge in the other Intormatiop. Let ir 
x ſuffice here eo tell that onthe 4t6 of March, as Inſtruments then taken 
1 atteſt, Baily Smith, James Mackie Deacon of the Wrights and ſome o.. 
thers. brc ke open with Hammers and other Tools his Cloſer door z and 
| threw out intro the ditry and naſty ſtreets all his Books, both bound and 
i Sheets and many. other things of yerry great worth, partly his own, 

pattly belonging to others, ; 
His loſs ard dammage L_ to lay, the Publicks ) by this Riot is 
= very 
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, ! 7 Gonimand of GOD, fone wr 14 the King as 
” thes aveftls by bi: And, & f ot for rhis vety ching 


HEY td; For bis Loyalty in ade dun &t feriſe'; ' iz, For -- 
| erence 0 the [av the RINgnn and for. keeping the 
pol Plat liſht by a ; till the Powers 


rake a Merion chetelty, eget licy and Govertje 

mers the Church, being jp his judgetnent ar , ad iqifrent, 
BE 3ifom arid ein, of Ay > Fe gc &d of 4s 
_— | judge convenient. tho E WS be 4 W {and a 
yer, it-ncither. of 5d, joy; bful z/ private Perſons tar peace's 

ſa bio Ceeenul'y, to comply with wr ic: to ther.(tho perhaps 


ſeern not ſq convenient; tho in their 
ohh vu Fe niet, yer being ance fert]'d. and NN Oka. by.Law 
ro us 


become. gur Juty, not 10 tquch ; becauſe ordained 
oe by Ma 560 
Laws * 


h ; as. chat it is enjoin'd us GOD obey ſuch 


And yec Be has been ale virulently aſperſ'd, and craduc'd, and the 
be þas behay'd very ai ly in his Ofiice and througl the Bleffin "DD 
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| ne much good in that Place, and liv'd in. 
oftenſivel ha e435 3E4fh Pa 3+ $6&baqr barbaroul- 
Iy er | it a , 't rio been- 


'dy thothere camano Complarine in againſt him \fram-any; Perſofy 
w ſa or withour the Fon: Agd tho the Lords of: Seflion did pur a 
Stop and Siſt to all execution againſt him or his upon the T own Coun- 
cils Sentence; yer their ak ch hath. beeo maniteſily vilipended, con - 
temn'd, and baifi'd, and their Ocders contravecn'd-eg'the great (candal 
of the Ligges: Far preventioa whereof as niuch-48 isp*dliviegebis Ac- 
count:is.offercd in vindication of the Locds of. Seiony and of Mx. Kirk: 
zaed,;. he being naw nat alone concern'd in this matters But with him 
the Judges ofthe Land, an tþe Authority, by which they are ſeccl'd, 
all {uffering wich, hymya.this Cauſes. 77 
Can qhecoſard any,man-iu reaſon blame him,itin afair and legal way 
he ſeek a, jult Reparatian ot,the Lois and Dammage, he has fultzined 
by wicked and cruel Men 3 They have. rob'd bimot his Parſe, andin a 
moſt viokent ma ger takey the:Coar off his back, avd given it to ag0- 
ther. And ſhall he fic with his inzavy 2- Do you net-tcather judge. it/his 
' ducy, touſe ſome lawfyl mean, whereby he may+-recover that, which 
he bach _y with = won of his Brows. FU noe ere el 
And think you it juſt, that poor, ignoranr, fimple Peopic,: ſhduld be 
uniſhe for ſmall, and almoſtinconfiderable Faults, done perbaps raſh- . 
y, or inadvextcntly z ot, may.be;. our.of want and-neceflicy.y and yet 
a Society, a Senate, or Ti Re Gountil,' who are; pick or choſeri out of 
a great number, as. inc Wileſt-and neſt Intelligent mn the place, and 
whoſe very- it is. to proce, and;tlofend the Oppreſſedypals Scar free - 
for moſt atrocious and horrid Crirges; perpetrated, not raſhly,or ignorant- 
ly z but moſtdeliberately,and wintingly! y, not ance, or twicezbut trequents 
ly,ovyer and over, againand again? it might beadded, (were ic not. a lit- 
e oft thc purpoſe) not to one two orchiee perfonsy butto a great number 
of all ſorts in.that place, of. which.an Account may be had elfewhere. 
Were therefore things duly-pondered,i; wouki be found;that nat arr. . 
Kirkwood ; but the who'e embers obche Town Conricil of Lirhgow afe to 
be juſtly lookt on as Contemners and (Revilers of the Gods 1 For in this prefent 
Caſe, they-arc not Rulers, or: Magiſtrates, but private perions ; no lels, 
than he himſcit; being his adverte Party, What ? Revitersovly 1 They 
are Revilers in a moſt high ang luperlarive degree. Never, yea ntver 
was fuch a palpable and maniteſt Aﬀeonte. put wupon the Rulers of this 
Kingdom as inthis preſent Caſe'Fis no leſs a Crime ineftct,andin a ges 
nuine ang true C2nſtruQion of the\Towns Aﬀtings, than it they had | 
thrown filth 8 mire at the Faces of the Lords of Sellioa(1o go n0 higher}, 
and ſpit in their yery Countenances, bidding them.utter D-fiance,  * 
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